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auspices of the enlightened English Rajah of Sarawak, Sir
James Brooke, through the Bishop of Labuan and his
clergy, be brought into the communion of our own church.
The disorganized kingdom of Persia is weakened by its wars
with its co-religionists of Afghanistan and the alarming neigh-
bourhood of Russia, which has wrested from it several of its
northern provinces. The insulated bigoted king of Bokhara
may be able to maintain his position, but cannot contend with
Russia; nor has he any sympathy with the Persians, whom he
hates as heretics. Schamil, in Circassia, can do no more than
beat back the Russians from his mountain fortresses; and
Abd al Kader, after a vain attempt to uphold the Koran, is an
exile. Algeria has been lost to Islam, Tunis is endangered, and
Morocco may be said to be retained by a precarious tenure.
It is in Africa that the faith of Mohammed appears to the most
advantage; for there it is found, wherever our travellers and
Missionaries have penetrated, not enforced by the sword, but by
its superiority winning its way, even down to our Cape colony,
and peacefully superseding a degrading idolatry, which is too
often appeased by human victims. What a powerful stimulus
ought this fact to be to our Missionary Societies to introduce
into that benighted continent that real revelation, which has the
promise both of this world and of that which is to come!